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APSTRACT

This paper presents an overview of the Philadelphia
Parkway Project. The two distinguishing features of the school are
(1} the aksence of the usual vhysical school huilding, and (2) the
full utilization of +he community as a learning laboratory. Students!
learning experiences derive from classes offered by participating
cultural, commercial, governmental, and educational institutions;
e.g., a biolcgy class is taught by one of the curators in the Museun
of Natural Science, or an art class is held in the Philadelphia art
Museum. Required mathematics and language arts courses are taught hy
Parkway faculty within tutorial troups; and students participate in
seminars where they can translate their learning experiences into
meaningful ccncepts. (Author/NMLF) :
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?:Lets' talk about the most significantinnovation in education
;;todayl What we're going to talk about is not the panacea for ed-
ucational ills and problems but perhaps the most significant inno-
vation that is being carried on today. At least that is what the

Parkway Project has been termed by prestigious publications such

as Saturday Review, and Life Magazine. The Philadelphia Parkway
Project,:or as it has beenipopularly termed the "school without
walls", has_indeed captured the imagination'of educators through-
out the nation. 'Many educators have termed this project the most
.'e2citing educational practice to come down the educational pike.
- 0f course,'the School District of‘Philadelphia.is proud of the
work that is being‘done in the Parkway Project. I should however,
. 'mention‘that this is only one of many significant projects and
1nnovatlons that is belng carrled on in the School District of
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: Phlladelphla . zﬂgwiacehoi‘urban educatlon is changlng 1n the City
of Philadelphia, and I lihe to thlnk it is changing because people.
iln the School District are w1lllng and able to 1mplement some
changes in our tradltlonal concepts-of education. The School Dis-
~trlct is trylng to change programs and institute new programs that
‘w111 serve 1ts cllentele. Some of the more 1nnovat1ve programs
Iln the Clty of Philadelphia, in addition to the Parkway Program,

are the Intensive Learning Centers, (which are comparable to

Inten81ve Care Centers in the medlcal field), the lmplementatlon,
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of . magnet school programs throughout the ctty in such dlverse i

]:R\(: dlSClpllneS as communlcatlons and soclal organlzatlons, massive
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building pfograms that should total over $300,000,000 in the

next six years, thelintroduction of the middle school to the
organlzatlonal plan of the School Dlstrlct the development of ed-
ucational clusters in a modlfled decentralized school dlstrlct

and the planning of a multltude of school bulldlng patterns from
educational complexes similar to educational parks, to mini-schools.
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school began on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. The Franklin Park-

‘§Parkway Project or Parkway School is so used becaﬁse the
way is a mile long boulevard stretching between City Hall at one
end and the Phiiadelphia Art Museum at the other end. Along the
Parkway there are a score or more of cultural, commercial,

governmental, and educational institutions linked by the commonness

ey h(-r‘t—-!'-p-q -~-:—-—..-1...,

of the boulevard. Txe Oﬂlrl.
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ﬁldea was to fully utlllze these
o

. institutions in the educational process of high school students;

in fact students were to study and attend classes in the Ln
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opportunltles for varled experiences. ThlS was: the 1dea behlnd

3

. "the development of the Parkway School-- to utilize the communlty

in a very real and meaningful manner.

- Implementation of the Concept

For decades, educators have been exorted to use the community as

‘a learning laboratory. History is full of primitive:attempts at

“using the commdhity in this manner such as field trips, work ex-

perlence, and cooperatlve studies. The School District of Phila~

-~~delph1a has for many years exploited all of these communlty-

léarning experiences in its educational program. : But more impor-
taﬁtlv, the School District now has a group of students that are’

tvuly u51ng the 1mmed1ate env1ronment as a learnlng laboratory.

Py af.-ww:« unnest 1'3
> Jof utlllzlng the communlty as a learnlng laboratory
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140 students located in a converted office Building at 18th and

Market Streets in the heart of the business district. There was
no properly designated "school building" for these students.:

G

Instead, they used the -18th and Market Street facility as a home

s
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physical evidence. that this facility might house students for any

b

base and considered the whole community as their school.
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type of &dctivity were the gaily decorated lockers; the rest of

éhé area looked like office space.' Not only is the Parkway

School unique in that it does not have a school building of its
own, but it is also unique in the fact that the institutions and
organizations along and near the Parkway . constitute a learning
laboratory ofhunlimited resources. These are two basic concepts

of the ParkWay School - No. physical school building which would
have a limiting influence upon student's development and full
utlllzatlon of the community as a learning laboratory Then the
way is open for a complete re- examlnatlon and reformulatlon of
what eduoation means for the present day'urban student. There’is

. little doubt that such re-construction has far reaching oonsequences
for both the theory;aud practice of education, since it indicatesf
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- change in'every'aspeotiof the studeﬁt‘ activity. *The spape (phy-

\\EL\\l facilities) and tlme (school schedule) boundaries of the
educatl n process have been subjected to a through examlnatlon
through the parkway pr03ect and have\been radically altered Wlthln
these new limits, the social structure of the learning community

" has grown and fhe desorlption‘and‘allocatioh of roles has been
‘revised,to conform}fO‘thefprogramfs purposehas a'learning community.
In'addirion,.fhe nature and'fuhctlon of subject matfer has been
redefined and“hrought'into‘a relationship; to life so that the total

-learnlng communlty, the Parkway Program 1tself has assumed a
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‘assume responslbillty for the functlonlng of one aspect 5of the _ 5

different role in status within the greater community in Phila-
'delphia

Operation of the School

G
;rhe Pa'fwaj“School 1srorganlzed 1nto a series of communltles, each
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numberlng about 130—140 students These communities have been

termed, for lack of better termlnology, Alpha, Beta, Gamma. The

Alpha community was the first community that opened up head-

d community is now

quarters at 18th and Market Streets. The TBat;

armamininl et

housed in Cherry House at 23rd and Cherry Streets and the Gamma

ccmnunity is located in the shadéw of the Ben Franklin Bridge of
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the Paxon School. TW ide thes; communities, the student body
. L—*—‘ _“,__..,.._ ST IRIIR RSP, 4. . -

is organized into several groups. The first group is called the

tutorial group. A tutorial group consists of 15 students, one

teacher one university intern. The purpose of this group is

threefold, First, it is the family group of the students; the

support group for counseling to take place. Secondly, the basic

skills of language and mathematics are taught in the tutorial

group. Thirdly, the tutorial group is the unit in which the proi
gbam‘and the student's performance are evaluated. The next group

the student is associated with is the seminar group, . " This consists

.. of two tutorlal groups, or 30 students, 2 teachers and 2 university

1nterns The functlon of the séminap group is to work from the

students experlences in varlous Parkway 1nst1tutlons towqrds a

generallzed and liberalized v1ew of that experlence It also

~enables the student to have experlences with members of a dlfferent
-tutorlal group as well as dlfferent faculty members. The third
group ‘within a school communlty is the management group. ' ThlS consists

‘ of other students and faculty members and university 1ntewns ‘who ‘ J




_manaf‘nmnt group is to perform the functions of and
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program. ?g‘
provide the services necessary for Parkway's successful operation,
to 1nvolve students in a meanlngful way in determlnlng the nature
'of the program, and to help students develop the skills of manage-
ment which are the source of power in the community. Management
éroups have formed around the following problem areas: self
government, public relations, extra—cdrricular acitivities, the
printing of a Parkway newspaper, and, in conjunction with professors
from Temple University, attempting a scientific analysis of the
affects of the Parkway Program on the students. This, then, is

the organization of the Parkway Schools. Each 6f the three

communities are organized along this same manner.

Parkway Curriculum

" The academic curriculum cons1sts of three parts: institutional

offerings, basic skilils offerlngs, and electlves.

_offerings program consists of those_classes offered by participating
Parkway institutions. - These classes are located in the facilities

of the partlclpatlng 1nstJtutlons, and taught by 1nstitutlonal

staff members. Txamsigsuofw&hese offerings would be a blology class

PRS0 A

taught by one of the curators in the Museum of NatUral Science, an
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.qln the Phlladelphla Art Museum, a chem:stry less“
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the Franklln Instltute, cxail "5 Social studles?lesson in government
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conducted by a mun1c1pal official in the Court Bulldlng The

Institutional Offerlngs part of the academlc curriculum is dev-
"‘eloped by staff members. Each teacher is personally responsible
for contactlng an 1nst1tutlon or organlzalaon sollcltlngany
'posslble course o¢fer1ngs and to arrange for a tlme and a place
[}{J:1e 1nst1tutlon for the ctass to meet. In th1s way, the Park- f:

”
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way School has been able to offer its students a choice of over

100 courses; an accomplishment that few high schools in the
United States can match. Through thie'process, teachers are

. G
constantly in communicdtion with the community and its organiza-

e R e

tions and institutions. ?The s conf}general area of the academic
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:‘ curriculum consists of the basic skills offerings. The basic
skills are the reéuired mathematics and language art courses
taught by Parkway faculty. These offerinés provide students with

~both pemedial and aovanced work depending upon the developmental
stage of the student. This basic skills offerings also meet the
requirements of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvenia. The Common-
wealth nequirements,for the high school consists of eight units,
three of which are English, one math, one science, two social
stndies, and onelphysical education

N
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area of the currltulum consists of the elective offerings.

These are the ‘classes in the humanltles, physical sciences and
8001an 501ences taught mostly by the Parkway faculty. Some
'electlve classes, however, are taught cooperatlvely by Parkway

faculty and 1nst1tutlona1 employees These classes also serve

AR AN A ST e M.-«,.('_‘

to meet the mandated requirements of the Commonwealth.. %n addltlon
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to the academic curriculum, each student is encouraged to
~ participate in a program of individual study in an area of his own
‘interest. This may be done in collaboration with one or more other
pcaale LRI *&“"fx—r%y«a 1ora e ’

'students. ‘Parkway nt

i..nmvrdus,\...au A N Sanele,

gare further encouraged to partiCiPate

v ln work programs of the Parkway 1nst1tutlons as an extra non-
regu;red component. ThlS participation can lead to vacation

jobs cr'to career possibilities. Additionally, there will be the

opportunlty of oommunlty serv1ce in a varlety of social agen01es.




conventional time limits either. The concent of class period,

school day, school week and school year needs serious modification

T

'and possible abandonment. ”heAParkway Programghas abondoned them
for the most part, and it proyldes”a.year—;ound full-time leavmlng
opportunlty for anyone in the program. The schedule of each

-+ student is determined by his learning opportunity for anyone in
:V the proéram. The scheduleé of each student is determined by
his learning requdrements and not by the clock hours of adminis-

[

tration and organizational convenience.

?are selected by lottery to attend this school. This means
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nts
the school must accommodate a wide~range of abilities within the
student‘hody, hut it also means better racial and ethnic mix for
the student body. Students apply for admission to this school,
and their acceptance is through a lottery system. Each of the
‘elght school dlstrlcts with the City of Phlladelphla are alloted

" a certain number of student wacancies accordlnﬁ to its student
population. Further, a limited number of students from the

“suburbs and the parochial schools are admitted to the Parkway

s
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Program waes:‘studentaiare admitted on a re01procal ba51s so the‘

' students from the public schools may take the place of those
students from the suburbs and parochial schoeols g01ng.to the
jfarkway Program. Such a plan seeks to'foster racial integration
between the city schools and the suburban and parochial school °
systems. Selection of teachers was; likewise, on an application

‘ basis. 'The‘question,’undoubtedly, comes to mind regarding the
‘ceftifioation of the persons teaching the Instltutlonal Offering
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courses. Naturally, the people who teach these courses are not |

FRNCYCNRPE
P

certlfled as teachers by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. But .
the offerlng in the varlous 1nst1tutlons are not classes mandated

A]:R\(:the Commonwealth elther The ba51c skills which are mandated
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by the Department of Public Instruction.are taught by regularly
certified teachers. The courses offeved by the institutions
are not required for either state reimbursement or for accredi-

tation purposes.

Expansion of a concept

There have been many favorable spin—offs of the bold idea of the
Parkway School. This past winter through the.combined efforts of
the West Philadelphia black community, the School District, the
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Civic Center and area
churches and businesses, the West Philadelphia Community‘Free
School was established. 'Ealt:;nEEmafcernthe Free School of
Denmark, this Community‘E;eemgchool~;ill have approximately 300
students‘in a section and will be housed in facilities outside

of the high school with half of the orogram offered at the high-

school. .The rest of the time, these students will use the Univer-

.8ity of Pennsylvania and Drexel Institute facilities and”bersonnel

. Y

of the gublic and p:”.ate agencies of West Philadelphia, to carry

,on the educational program As in the Parkway Progect School
District teachers will teach the subjects required by'the state.

“This school will he patterned after the Parkway Program,-even

though the genesis of the program came from the immediate community

It is antiCipated that several other "educational communities" as
these schools are called, will be formulated this year so that ovee.
1, 000 students will be involved in this type of educational experience

by June, 1870, Over 700”of,these students w1ll be in various Park-

way communities, and the rest in free schools.

Results and Evaluation :
, E o : !
[iﬂ: Parkway School has been:inloperation for almost a year and a

Consequently, evaluation of this project is'miniﬁal.




One evaluative’effort,'however, was made by Beaver College, Penna-
sylvania Members of the Beaver College staff evaluated the atti-

tudinal changes of Parkway students from February to May. As yet,

+

the results of that study have not been published '
t"‘ Sheed AL N

ghekmoitgelementary form of evaluation is what students themselves
think of the schoodl and what they report about the school. In
all cases, no matter who the correspondent may be, students report
that they like the school, and this . is the first time
. they have felt that their school experiences were-releVant and that
if it were“not for the Parkway School they would be a dropout.
Although'such.reports are naturally not amenable to statistical
treatment, they do reflect an initial glow of success. But it
is possible to conclude that this program was relevant and success-
ful to these students. |
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Eﬁ luations can also be made about the number of students "who
i Lt a

" drepped out and also the numbers of teachers who transferred from

the Parkway to other schools. As of this‘date, there have been
;f‘no teachers that requested a transfer from this school. Likewise,
‘neither has there been any student dropouts. Consequentlys_from
.this‘rudimentary evaluative measure, the‘program:was'ajsuccess. An
'Madditional evaluative measure that Will be uSed'ii the number of
students accepted by colleges and other institutions of hlgher
learning
* Future evaluations'will include student performance at institutions
of hlgher learning, as well as evaluation of students who went to
work foLlow1ng graduation Longitudlnal studies of both cognitivek
and affeective areas will beﬁcompleted with the students‘who enter
the Parkway Program whether they be 9th or i2th grades. This will
be part of an onﬂgOing evaluation program ‘conducted by the De- |
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partmentlof Research and Evaluation. It is 1mposs1ble today to

Lhe idtense
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statistically prove the Parkway is a success.

look of a happy "turned on" student is any criteria, however,
: . G

the program is a success. If a teacher's exhuberance for her

.work and studenis and her belief in the program is any criteria,

then the program is a success.

Summary

::}een stated,that‘by using the institutions along
the Parkway, students extend their life space and increase their

" capacity for experience. This is a very real function, but it
is one which any;area could perform.; The unique’and specific

importance of the Parkway institutions lies in the unparalleled

AN e ey sy g

;:iyff;;“;#waterial and human resources which they bring to the
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"very small area of the city. Within a few short blocks there

_can be found some of the best museums and collections in the

j that is conducted along the Parkway

is. of c1v1c, national and even international importance.w Students

2 have easy and continuous access to the fine collections of paintings,

sculptures, scientific instruments and books aVailable along the
RNk s

‘Parkway which would enhance any educational program. Beyonddj

ot B o A 14, L

w:}however, business, industrial and community organizations
again of national and 1nternational reputation have expressed

'1nterest in prov1ding opportunities for students to study exten-

sively With them and to pursue work study programs.

[N

There are two further advantages for Parkway Program students.
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%Flrst 1n additlon to the material resources. of these 1nstitu-

‘tions, there is the possiblility of 1ntense and varied contact
vfor the.student with highly skilled.professional‘personnel,who” ' : /!

contributeto their continuing life.
J[}ilsct faculty members, lS to prov1de specialist teachers of .f

R

: To have such people as : /’
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the highest possible caliber. Secend, as an optional and addi-
~tional activity, there is the pessibiiiﬁy of partieipating in
the work of these institutions, and, particulerly in fheir 5
research work. This is‘an opportunity for sharing exciting,

-_\creative and original work denied even to most college'students.

....u S -

. tFlnallyal T‘be remembered that the Benjamln rranklln Parkway
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K begins at Clty Hall and that for many years the organlzatlon of
Philadelphia’s city government hae been a model for the nation.
Studenfs in the Parkway Program will be able to study, at first-

-hand the administration of a city which is a rocognlzed leader
in urban,renewal. Etvzgdgeg n§;$;£25§,to point out that the
modern city gbrernment of Philadelphia is the outcome of a
tradltlon as’ old as the nation itself, with a wealth of historical

resources avallable almost on every corner, even to the most casual

. student.




